Assessment 2
Assessment Type: Individual Essay
Assessment Weighting: 50% 
Word Count/ Length: 1400-1650 words
Learning Outcomes: 1 

Assessment Content - Assessment 2

Scenario
 The business environment is subject to continuous challenges presented by internal and external events. It is important for all enterprises both profit-making and non-profiting making to be aware of current and future influences.
Task 
You are required to write an essay examining the implications of a topical current affairs issue on the business environment. The specific choice of what to write about will be yours. It may be one of the issues covered in the module or an issue agreed by your seminar tutor.
Assessed Learning Outcomes: 
Learning Outcome 2: Explore the impact of current affairs on the business environment.
Considerations in Preparing Your Work: 
1. Provide a header page for your work. An example is provided on page 12 of this document. 
2. Write your assignment in Microsoft Sans Serif or Verdana font (use size 12 font). 
3. Please use line and half (1.5) margins. 
4. Use page numbers on your work.
 5. Use the following structure for your work:
a. Introduction – this should provide an outline of what you plan to do. It will provide the reader with an indication of a couple (probably two, but possibly three) of the key models or theories that you will use in greater detail in the work itself (this section will be approximately 150 – 200 words).
b. Main Analysis – this section will be approximately 1,100 - 1,200 words.);
c. Conclusions – outlines the key points from the main analysis and must include academic citations from those used in your main analysis. It must not include any new academic models or theories (this section will be approximately 150 - 200 words);
d. References – please note it is NOT a Bibliography, only include sources cited in the body of the report.
7. Only the sections 6a, 6b and 6c are included in your work count.
8. You should include a minimum of ten (10) academic sources (references) in your work. While there is no maximum number, it is not likely to be more than fifteen (15). This can include a 13 maximum of five (5) web sources. This consequently requires you to read books and journals to supplement your subject knowledge and understanding.
9. Please do not use single sentence paragraphs as they will not help the flow of your ideas.
10. Do not use first or second person narrative (e.g. I think; they said; we believe etc.). Approach in terms of the analysis, the report, the examination, the evaluation etc. (i.e. use third person narrative).
11. Work within the word tolerances shown at the top of page 1.

Constructing the Essay
a. You must discuss the way in which your chosen issue might or does impact both internally and externally.
b. b. You must acknowledge through the use of academic models and theories how that relationship can or does work. Finding practical published examples from books and journals will add value to your work and is more likely to earn higher grades.
c. c. In each point you construct, think about using at least two (2) or ideally three (3) different academic sources to create a more robust argument and appreciation of that working relationship

DO NOT: 
• Ignore the guidance provided. Doing so is likely to cost you grade points. 
• Use anything other than Harvard style citing and referencing 
• Write subjectively about the current affairs issue without bringing academic models and theories into the discussion 
• Write using single sentence paragraphs 
• Work outside the word tolerances for the assessment (shown on page 1 of this document)

Assessment Rubric
The assessment rubric on the next page shows the complete criteria of the CW and how you will be assessed. We will explore the content of the rubric and the assessment together in a synchronous session in the week beginning November 29th .
When the assessment is returned you will receive a digital version of the rubric showing how you performed against each criteria. There will be an opportunity to discuss these with your marking tutor.
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Assessment Rubric - Assessment 2

Detailed Wide topic knowledge s Draws together some of Adequate use of Limited use of topic No/ very limited
understanding of from the module the key topics from the module topics knowledge from the use of topics from
topicarea Draws different module Some gaps in ‘module/lack of the module to
backed up with concepts together Some use of theoretical knowledge or detail answer the
relevant effectively models and/or research misunderstanding of Some significant question
references Strong use of relevant to support answer concepts gaps in knowledge No/very limited
Research beyond theoretical models Evidence of some Some evidence of or misunderstanding supporting
scope of module and/or research independent research but research and Limited or poor literature
materials Fully referenced with largely guided by reading but may be evidence of research

Draws links to ‘wide range of sources references provided in overreliance on core and reading

other modules Strong evidence of the module textbooks/overuse Overreliance on

No further independent research of direct quotes etc. lecture slides and

development of notes

answer required

Extensive critical Researched and Explores some alternative Acknowledges a few Very limited Aone-sided
evaluation of answered from arguments, alternative identification of answer with no
arguments and different angles. advantages/disadvantage arguments to the alternative consideration of
cited literature Questions some of s, pros and cons etc. answere.g. arguments alternative
Fully balanced the research sources Some evidence different advantages and Accepts reference arguments
argument used approaches to answering disadvantages, pros sources at face

Well balanced the question are and cons value

argument understood
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Tailors information to
answer the question
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llustrates answer
with range of
organisational
examples

Links in relevant
examples/experiences

Al chosen ideas are
relevant to the
answer

Answers the question
fully covering all key
concepts
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‘padding’ with
irrelevant information

100%  +

Uses some appropriate
organisational examples
discussed during the
module

Uses examples but may
not always link this back
to theory/literature
Integration of
theory/research may still
be disjointed

Uses some relevant ideas
Chooses appropriate
concepts and makes an
attempt to answer the
question

Information is mostly
relevant to the question
Only minor missing
elements

Minimal ‘padding’ with
irrelevant information
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Examples are
limited or lack
relevance
Examples are given
but poorly
integrated into the
answer

Some effort to
answer the question
Some missing, weak
orirrelevant
elements

Links to answer are
unclear in places
May ‘pad with
irrelevant
information

Lacks examples
Very limited
reference to
examples

Key elements of the
question remain
unanswered/underd
eveloped

Confused choice of
concepts to answer
the question
Important concepts
‘may be difficult to
pick out
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written Error free written Only minor Ierrors but do not lissues Extensive
communication communication spelling/grammatical significantly Weak Referencing problems with
No significant Precise Harvard errors interfere with skills written
areas for further Referencing Good grasp of Harvard understanding Difficult to read and presentation
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